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LEISTORY 
‘Of the Origin and Progress of the Working Men’s Party in 
New York. By George H. Evans. 


CHAP. II. 
“The Committee of Fifty proceed to discharge their duties—They collect 
a Fund to support the ‘en Hour System, but a small part of which is 
std in consequence of the Employers receding from their demand for 

Eleven Hours—The Committee take into cousideration other Griev- 

ances of the Working Men, and, finally, investigate the causes of the 

‘great Inequality of f Property among the people—'T hey resolve to recom- 

‘mend to their¢onstituents to nominate Candidates for the Legislature 

«from their own ranks, and call‘a meeting for this purpose—Great Pub- 

lic Meeting of Oct. 19—Report of the Committee of Fifty—Establish- 

ment of the Working Man’s Advocate—Noah Cook—Reflections. 

"The Committee of Fifty. in the discharge of their duties, 
proceeded to collect a fund for fhe assistance of those who 
might refuse to work eleven hours a day. The event of the 
struggle, however, between the employers and the employed, 
proved that there was little or no use for it. ‘The amount 
collected in all was $101 13, of which amount, after paying 
expenses, $75 remained in the hands of the Treasurer, and 
was by him deposited in the Savings Bank; and when it was 
determined to run a Working Men’s Ticket, this small fund 
constituted their only provision for the election expenses. 
A trifle, it is true, was added to it, by means of small con- 
tributions, obtained at the meetings and otherwise, during 
the time of the election; but this was all. 

Let political partizans learn a lesson from the extraordi- 
nary fact, that without a press for them, until the establish- 
ment of the “ Working Man’s Advocate,” on the eve of the 
election, and with every other press against them, but with 


a righteous cause, the Working Men carried dismay into the 
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ranks of the hitherto dominant party, and far outstripped 
every other. And let Working Men take warning from this 
fact, when they find it necessary to organize in defence of 
their rights, that to ensure political success they must con- 
tend for ALL their rights; for, so sure as they suffer the mi- 
nions of the aristocracy to come among them and fritter 
away their just demands, just in proportion as they allow 
this will they weaken their party: but of this, more in its 
proper place in the narrative. 

“The Committee of Fifty, after the creation of the fund 
above mentioned, still continued to hold frequent stated 
and special sessions during the ensuing summer and autumn. 
Among its members were many who were employed more 
or less directly in building, and these had often suffered se- 
verely from the want of laws adequate to obtain payment 
for labor done and materials furnished. ‘They were desirous, 
in addition to a successful resistance of the demand of the 
employers for eleven hours a day, of obtaining full payment 
in all cases for ten. ‘The question was how this was to be 
accomplished. Petitions had been tried in vain for twenty 
or thirty years, and even more. ‘There was little, then, to be 
hoped from this resource. It was suggested, therefore, that 
there was but one way left, in which to come at the accom- 
plishment of the object in view. ‘This was to put up a ticket 
at the then ensuing election, composed of men of a class 
such as the constituents of the Committee of Fifty, and elect 
it if possible. 

‘¢ How to ensure success for the ticket was the next ques- 
tion. ‘This was to be done only by taking such a course as 
to command more votes than there were persons immediately 
interested in a Lien Law; for the number of these, it was 
believed, was less than a plurality of the votes that might be 
given. Besides, it was to be expected that we could not 
count upon even all these, since either of the two existing 
parties, finding a third ticket up before the public, would not 
fail to profess to favor the passage of a Lien Law,*and thus 
draw off a portion of the very men who would otherwise sup- 
port ow ticket. Aid, therefore, was to be sought from those 
who did not feel an immediate and particular interest in the 
law in question, or we could not hope to elect our candidates. 

‘It occurred, without difficulty, to the recollection of all 
present, that there prevailed in the public mind a hatred of 
Banking Institutions, both from the injury they inflict on the 
community, through failures and counterfeit imitations of 
their notes, as well as the exactions they make on the indus- 
try of the working man, through the medium of interest on 
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something which is not money, and which they lend to bor- 
rowers’ over and abeve their actual specie ia possession; that 
the same hatred was felt against [licensed] Auctiens, be- 
cause they were the instrument by which single individuals, 
in some instances, received, as the reward for their personal 
services, over and abeve all expenses, the enormous sum of 
one hundred and fifty thousand dollars annually; that other 
monopolies were held in detestation by the public, for similar 
reasons; that the curtailment of the jail limits was unpopu- 
lar, and that the people desired to abolish imprisonment for 
debt rather than to tread back the steps to barbarism; that 
a very great proportion of the people were opposed to eg- 
empting any description of property from taxation, &c. 

‘It was urged, after duly investigating the nature of the 
operation of these monopolies, privileges, and abuses of the 
true principles of society, that it would be quite possible to 
avail ourselves of the votes of many men, who, some for one 
reason and some for anether, were opposed more or less to 
all these public grievances. With this assistance, it was 
thought that the prospect of success, even at the first at- 
tempt, was promising, and it was resolved to make it. 

‘‘ But the reader is not to suppose that the Lien Law was 
ultimately the sole or even the main object for which the 
Working Men’s ticket was got up. It only led the way to 
discussions which finally terminated in a resolution on the 
part of the Committee of Fifty, to ask their constituents to 
take measures to make their strength known through the me- 
dium of the ballot boxes. 

‘It has been seen already that the Great Meeting which 
appointed the Committee of Fifty, as well as the previous 
meeting of the 23d of April, embraced in their resolutions 
the primitive elements of society, which, it need not be said, 
recognize the right of every human being to a portion of the 
physical elements of nature. ‘hat this subject, then, should 
also be discussed in committee, need not be a matter of sur- 
prize to any. Besides, it was seen, even admitting that the 
origin of the right of preperty in this country was founded in 
justice, but which it is believed no man of candor will assert, 
that the operation of these monopolizing institutions, privi- 
leges, and abuses was, unjustly to make the rich richer, and 
fewer in number; the poor poorer, and greater in number ; 
and, as a certain consequence, to make the wealthy more 
able to oppress, and the poor less able to resist. 

“Hostility, then, to Banks, Auctions, Monopolies, Privi- 
leges, Barbarous and Cruel Laws, became the chief motives, 
among others, for asking leave to go into an election; and a 
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report, detailing the oppressions they inflict on the commu- 
nity, was ordered to be drawn up, preparatory to the call ofa 
General Meeting, and its submission to their consideration.” 


4 On the 19th of October, 1829, the Committee made their 
B. Report, to a meeting assembled for the purpose at the Mili- 
+: tary Hall in Wooster street. The Report was a long one, 


but so plain and simple in its language, and so indisputable in 
its facts, that, although it was listened to with the utmost si- 
lence and attention, uo one wished to say any thing for or 
against it, and it was therefore adopted unanimously. 
7 I have carefully re-examined this celebrated Report, with 
a yiew.to abridge or condense it; but | find it impossible to 
do this and do it justice ; ; and, moreover, I think the Report 
will be of so much interest and utility to the Working Men 
now associated, in different parts of the Union, with objects 
similar to those of the Working Men of 1829, that | have 
wthought best to give the Report eatire; but, as it would occu- 
hy more than the limits of the present chapter, I must defer 
it till the next. 

At this juncture, having recently established a small 
printing office, t resolved to attempt the establishment of a 
Weekly Paper, devoted to the Working Men’s cause. Ac- 
cordingly, on the 3ist of October, I issued the first number 
of the ** WorkING MaAn’s Apvocare.” 1 published the first 
number without a single subscriber, with the resolution to 
coutinue the paper even at some sacrifice, if necessary; but 
it obtained immediately a sufficient circulation to cover ex- 
penses, and continued to increase in circulation for the seven 
years of its existence; and it would, doubtless, have been 
flourishing at this day, but for the sickness which eaused its 
suspension. 

[ make the following extracts from the editorial matter in 
the first number of the Advocate, which will show, in connec- 
tion with the Report of the Committee of Fifty, upon what 
principles the Working Men’s obtained a vote for their candi- 
dates, unparalleled in the history of any new political party. 


(From the Prospectus. | 

In the first place we woul: | premise, that we think we see, in the state 
of society existing around us, something radically wrong. We observe 
one portion of society living in luxury aud idleness; another, engaged in 
employments whic lh are useless, or worse than useless, to the community 
Ky at large; while the numerous p jortion to which we profess to belong. and 
of which we aspire to be the humble advocate. are groaning under the 
oppressions and miseries heaped upon them by the two former divisions; 
iy and all are suffering from the effects of vice, produced, on the one hand, 

| by luxury and indolence, and by the ignorance consequent on poy erty on 
ihe other. 
While, then, these divisions in society exist, it will be our object to 
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draw the line as distinctly as possible between them, in order to prevent 
‘aty further encroachments on our equal rights by those whose interests 
are in opposition to them, and who now fatten on the labor of the indus- 
trious. But it shall be our ultimate aim to develop, as far as in us lies, 
the ineans by which all may be placed, as we t! hink they ought to be, on 
an eqili al footing; so that those who now v: inly seek for h: appiness by op- 
pressing and trampling on the rights of their fellow beings, may be brought 
to a knowledge of the truth that all ought to be equal, aud that the only 
way io enjoy true happiness ourselves, is by endeavoring to promote the 
-happiness of those around us. 

Tn furtherance of these views, we shall oppose the Sa ae of all 
‘exclusive privileges, all nm argent s, and all exemptions of one class more 
than another from an equal share in the burdens of society; all of which, 
to whatever class or order of mea they are extended, we ‘consider highly 
antirepublican, oppressive, and unjust. 


[From an article addressed “To the Working Men.” 

If anything is wanting to convince you of the necessity of supporting a 
paper which will support you, mark the conduct of the daily papers of 
this city towards you, since you have taken your business into your own 
hands, and determined to send men to Alb: iny of your own condition in 
society. The Courier, [then professedly demecratic, not having received 
the **new light” of $52,000 from the U. S. B: ink,] a few days ago, de- 
nounced your ticket as an Adams ticket; and yesterday, with a view, no 
doubt, to prejudice one portion of the community against it, talks of ** Miss 
Fanny Wright's ticket.” The Daily Advertiser of yesterday, on the other 
hand, says, “* another association have published a aes of candidates un- 
der ihe denomination of laboring men. We doubt whether they have an 
exclusive right to that title; for, if they are not belied, the Tammany Hall 
patriots work much harder than the labori ing men.” ‘Thus has your ticket 
been denounced by the papers of both parties, while not a single editor 
has spoken a word in your favor. 


The Working Men of Philadelphia.—Our brethren of Philadelphia, at 
their late election, have given the death blow to party aristocracy in that 
cily and county, and practically exhibited to our view the advantages of 
union and cooperation. Last year the working = n polle ‘d from three to 
four buudred votes; this year, they have polled about 2480, and elected 
several members of the legislature and city council. 


The Approaching Election.—Fellow laborers and fellow citizens, the 
tine draws near, when you will be called upon io give your suffrages for 
men to represent you in the councils of state; and it is a duty you owe to 
yourselves and your posterity, a duty you have too long left unperformed, 
that you select men who will represent you. Your fat hers of the revolu- 
tion secured to you a form of government which guarantees to you, almost 
universally, the elective fr: inchise ; but you have hitherto suffered your- 
selves to be du ped out of this blessing by the hydra headed monster, 
Parry. You have been kept in leading strings by aspiring demagogues, 
who have had no one feeling, no interest, in common with you; men 
prompted only by ambition or avarice, and ready to espouse any mea- 
sures, whether fur or against your interests, which wot uld gratify either 
of those propensities. If you possess the nghts of freemen, you h: ave eX- 
ercised them as the privileges of slaves. You have had ‘rulers’ who 
have made and multiplied laws to promote their own interests, instead 
of represeutatives to watch over and protect yours. It is now to be seen 
whether you will continue in the same couise; whether you will send 
men to represent you who have felt your distresses, and therefore know 
the best remedy for them ; men from your ows ranks ; or whether you will 
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continue to exhibit the same apathy that has hitherto characterized your 
proceedings, by electing men who fatten on the fruits of your industry, 
and whose interest is therefore to keep you in ignorance of the true cause 
of your sufferings. Awake, then, from your slumbers, and insult not the 
memory of the ~ heroes of °76, by exhibiting to the world, that what they 
risked their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honor to obtain, yeu do 
not think worth preserving. 


It is asserted by some, that the Working Men are creating sectional di- 
visions, injurious to the interests of society. We shall create divisions, it 
is true, fora time: there will be two sections, the industrious and produc- 
tive class, and the idle and nonproductive; in other words, the useful and 
useless. If the former have hitherto supported the latter, and have at last 
discovered the secret that they can exist without them, who will say they 
shall continue to administer to'their luxury and idleness? If the national 
hive is full, should the bees be expelled, or the drones? 


By one of the above extracts, it will be seen that the . 
Working Men of Philadelphia were one year before those of 
New York inthe Reform Movement; but, as will appear by 
the next chapter of this History, though they had gained ra- 
pidly in number, the New York men exhibited a much more 
numerous phalanx at the first onset, than the former did after 
a year’s recruiting. ‘This is only to be accounted for by the 
fact, that the New York men took a more comprehensive 
view of the evils under which the industrious classes were 
suffering, and of original cause of most of those evils, the 
usurpation of the equal natural right of soil by the few, than 
did they of the sister city. It is true, the Working Men of 
New York committed the mistake of asserting, instead of the 
natural right of soil of which they found a large portion of 
their brethren throughout the Union deprived, their right to 
an equivalent of that property which had been acquired by 
those who had obtained by inheritance or otherwise a mono- 
poly of the land. ‘This mistake probably arose from their 
not perceiving how, in the then artificial state of society, the 
original right could be restored, so as to benefit the existing 
generation. Be this as it may, however, the consequence 
was to cause a disunien between those who contended for the 
original right, and those who advocated the substitute. This 
disunion was of consequence, not so much from the number 
it detached from the main kody, as from the fact that it afford- 
ed facilities for a set of base panderers to the aristocracy, to 
worm themselves into the confidence of the Working Men, 
and cause them to substitute minor reforms for those of pri- 
mary importance, and thus to weaken their ranks and play 
into the hands of a political party that had always been the 
advocate of every species of monopoly, though at that time 
no more so than the party in power, whose corruptions had 
given impetus tothe Working Men’s Movement. The chief of 
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the base panderers and enemies of the Working Men just 
alluded to, was Noau Cook, since a Whig Member of the 
Legislature of New York, and, more recently, Pipelayer to 
the Whig Party, a man infamous for every species of political 
trick and fraud, and whose abuses of the elective franchise 
alone ought to consign him to the State Prison for life, though 
his prominent agency in the frauds of the repentant Glent- 
worth was of a nature incomparably less heinous than the 
part he took in subverting the Working Men’s Movement. 
At the proper stage of this History, I shall endeavor to do 
justice to this poor apology for a man. 

From what has been said and shown above, it will be in- 
ferred to what I attribute the small success of the Working 
Men’s Movement; for although much has been accomplished 
and much learnt, the success is small in comparison with 
what was desired and expected; it will be inferred that I at- 
tribute the partial success of the Movement in Philadelphia, 
to the omission to resort to first principles, and in New York, 
to a partial departure from these after having once recognized 
them. These are the main causes; the incidental ones, to 
which some allusion has been made, will be more fully deve- 


loped hereafter. 





—>— 
STATE DEBTS.—--EBRITISH BANKERS’ CIRCULAR. 


I find among the recent foreign news of the New York 
Herald, some extracts from the Bankers’ Circular, on the 
subject of our State Debts. As the arguments of these 
monarchical Paper Money Men are characteristic of their 
origin, and of course in my view fallacious, I shall briefly 
review them. After censuring in appropriate terms the 
gambling operations by which the Bank of England and the 
London Rag Barons co-operate to raise and depreciate the 
valae of money, to answer their purposes in promoting the 
American loans by which they obtain large commissions, the 
consequences of which they say are that ‘‘ Country Bankers 
‘‘and quiet families, who know nothing of the progressive and 
‘regressive action of the Money Power, are LET IN, by 
‘‘trusting to the high names put forward to accomplish the 
‘‘object of the foreign borrowers,” they proceed as follows: 


*‘ When inen fall into pecuniary difficulties, they lose their good prin- 
ciples and deviate from moral rectitude in their conduct. [Would not 
such deviation be rare, if the law did not interfere in the business relations 
of individuals?] Thisisthe rule, and the exceptions to it are exceedingly 
rare. It is the same with States, and more particularly with States go- 
verned by the power of Democracy, because here the governing power is 
simply acollection of the units which come under the above rule, and 
which, either in the mass or the concentration, must have the same qua- 
lities: where the governing power isa selection of the best of units, 
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[Aye, where it ig so ' invested with permanent official functions, supe- 
rior intelligence, if not high moral principle, will keep the administrative 
officers in a course of rectitude in their pecuniary public dealings. [And 
Englishmen assert this! But they are English Bankers, whose sole idea of | 
rectitude is comprised in the three w ords, payment of interest:} Hence 
we find that public faith has been maintained in all the kingdoms of Eu- 
rope, except the two of the southern peninsula, where the struggles of 
Democracy for ascendancy have recently been the fiercest... And hence, 
also, we find in the New World, that wherever Democracy predominates, 
or wherever the strife for its ascendancy has prevailed, ‘public faith has 
been trodden on; for if the United States fail in this great matter, the 
kingdom of Brazil will, we believe, be found the only eountry on the vast 
continent of America that has continued to discharge its obligations to its 
creditors. If the Government of England or the Government of France 
had gone but one or two ste ps further in their concessions to Democracy, 
their national debts would not have been worth seven years purchase.” 
These British Bankers, it seems, attribute the non-repu- 
diation of government debts by monarchies to the * superior 
‘intelligence, if not high moral principle,” of ‘a selection 
© of the best of units, invested with permanent official functions.” 
This, no doubt, is avery convenient and palatable doctrine for 
the enemies of democracy on both sides of the Atlantic to 
preach, and affords, probably, some clue to the object of the 
American Aristocracy in urging the States into debt. It is 
natural enough for those who have resolved to live by their 
wits rather than their industry, to desire that the governing 
powers should consist of ‘a selection of the ‘ly units, in. 
vested with permanent official functions ;” and. these the 
would no doubt tell us again, as they have often already told 
us, are not the men of “ huge paws,” educated in the district 
school, who hold the plough or wield the hammer; but those 
of smooth hands and oily tongues, whe, having received an 
education in colleges endowed by the State, (i. e. the huge 
paws,’’) are alone possessed of that ‘* superior intelligence,” 
which is the British Bankers’ substitute for “high moral 
principle.” It will take better arguments, however, than the 
Arisiocracy, native or exotic, have yet brought forward, to 
satisfy the democracy, that wealth and a college education, 
(though good things in their places,) confer any of that supe- 
rior intelligence that is neeessary to produce the few plain 
simple laws uecessary for the government of a free people. 
It williake better argumeuts than they have brought forward 
to show that “a public debt is a public blessing,” or anything 
but a curse, and a fraud upon the people, when contracted 
for any other purpose than the defence of the country. Nor 
are the democracy so dull as not to pereeive that the monar- 
chical ** public faith,” with which we are so boastingly 
taunted, is, at least as it respects Engiaud, a public faith based 
upon as dire a course of systematic oppression as can be 
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found in the world’s annals. British “ public faith!” A tax 
on ihe people to pay the interest on a thousand millions of 

ounds sterling, of a debt contracted to suppress liberty in 
Wier and Ireland, to convert India into one vast slanghter 
house, and to extend her misrule over every quarter of the 
earth! British * public faith!” he determination of the 
few to force taxes from the many, at the point of the bayo- 
net, to pay the interest of a debt contracted without their 
consent and for the very purpose of oppressing then! Well 
may these Bunking Aristocrats conclude, that “if the Go- 
“vernment of EKugland, or the Government of France, had 
‘“‘ gone one or two steps further in their concessions to Demo- 
“cracy, their National Debts would not have been worth 
‘seven years purchase.” 1 cannot do so much injustice to 
the * superior intelligence” of these British Bankers as to 
suppose, for one moment, that they entertain the faintest 
hope, that their boasted ‘* public faith” will exist a day after 
the Democracy of England can find means to reverse or 
overpower the hundred thousand bayonets now pointed at 
their throats. They know full well that a bonfire would be, 
as they also well know it ought to be, the end alike of the 
debt and the boasted “ faith !” 

The Bankers’ Circular continues as follows : 

“Tt is now perfectly manifest, that there ought to have been no money 
advanced by E:nglish capitalists, to any of the ‘sovereign States’ of the 
Republic, without the guarantee of the General Government. Neither 
should there have been apy loan contracted without a security for the in- 
terest having been first provided for in a direct taxation levied on the inha- 
bitants of the borrowing State. We have frequently expressed, and still 
entertain, a very high opinion of the honorable character of the body of 
American merchants. We trust to this, with the belief that it will be suf- 
ficient to save the creditors of most of the States, unless it be counteracted 
and borne down by the influence of Democraey, the number of whose vo- 
taries may prevail against property and intelligence[!] at the elections.” 

By the first two sentences of the above paragraph, it will 
be seen that the Bankers have at last stumbled on a conclu- 
sion approximating the truth. If the English capitalists had 
advanced no money to the States without the guarantee of 
the General Government, nor without a direct tax on the in- 
habitants of the borrowing State to pay interest, the said 
capitalists woul have Jent no money at all to the American 
States, for two reasons: first, the General Government has 
no, right or power to give such guarantee; secondly, the 
people of no one State would have authorized a direct tax 
to pay the interest of money borrowed from foreigners in time 
of peace, had the question come fairly before them, or have 
authorized a debt at all. There is still another reason, and 


that vot the last nor least, why the British capitalists should 
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not have sent their plunderings hitherward a interest-hunt- 
ing; and this reason, which is far more weighty and, more 
unanswerable than Daniel Webster’s £1,000 ‘*Opinion,”’ I 
could have furnished them with for 12 1-2 cents. It is this: 
the Constitution of the United States. If chance should 
ever throw in their way a copy of this curious document, they 
will find, by referring to Art. L. Sec. 8, that among the few 
powers delegated to Congress by the States, is that “To 
borrow money on the credit of the United States,” for the 
defence of the country, if necessary; and, by turning to Sec. 
10, of the same article, they will find the prohibition that 
‘* No State shall emit bills of credit,” (a clause which many 
here at home appear never to have discovered ;) then, by 
turning to Art. X. of the Amendments, they will find it pro- 
vided that 


‘The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, 
nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, 
or to the people.’ 

i oo ae he aa 7 2 9° 

irom all which they will see, that, the power to borrow mo- 
ney being necessarily delegated to Congress, as a provision 
for the national defence, and being, moreover, expressly 
prohibited to the States, there neither is nor can be such a 


thing as a State Debt against any one of the United States ; 
and, “therefore, there can be no repudiation of debt. Strictly 
speaking, the repudiation is of unlawful contracts, which 
both parties knew, or had the easy means of knowing, and 
ought to have known, to be unlawful.» 

The concluding sentences of the paragraph above com- 
mented on, which compliments the American merchants at 
the expense of the Democracy, against whom it insinuates 
the stale charge of enmity to property, is hardly worthy of 
notice. ‘The Democracy. the enemies of property! The 
producers the enemies of that which they produce! What 
they mean is, that the Democracy are the enemies of a sys- 
tem of monopoly by which labor is rewarded in an inverse 
ratio to its usefulness; and this is the truth. 

I shall conclude my extracts from this notable Circular 
with the following: 


‘‘ Whether any other State will follow the example of Mississippi in re- 
pudiating its obligations, is a question, the solution of which mainly, in- 
deed almost wholly, de pends on the method hereafter to be pursued in 
administering the money power in England and the United States. If 
this is to be confined to the restricted condition in which it has been Kept 
for nearly three years, the dividends of many of the States cannot be 
paid. . * In Pennsylvania there is a large population composed 
of ignorant farmers, by birth or descent Germans, who will vote for no 
Governor but one hostile to State and Bank credit. Whether this party 
will prevail so far as to force a breach of public faith, time must discover. 
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‘Tf there be no National Bank formed in the United States, and if that 
be followed up by a determination to force the suspended Banks to pay in 
cash, the Bank of England will not be able to continue to administer the 
currency on our present system, without keeping the prices of produce and 
raw materials of manufactures in this country lower on an average of years 
than they are at present, and restricting the circulation more and more. 
Such is the nature of the great questions hidden under three or four words 
appearing in an American newspaper paragraph: ‘Mr. Tyler vetoes the 
Bank Bill,’ ‘ Governor Porter repudiates.’ ”’ 


This Bankers’ Circular, in attempting to cast a stigma on 
that portion of the citizens of Pennsylvania, who are “ by birth 
or descent Germans,” does in fact do them the greatest ho- 
nor. It is a fact, that the German adopted citizens of the 
Union generally are in favor of restoring the Constitutional 
Currency. The latest evidence of this is contained in the 
proceedings a meeting of the German citizens of Cincinnati, 
convened in consequence of charges against them concerning 
the late Bank riots; of which meeting John Meyers was 
President, Philip Reuss and Henry Helmich were Vice Pre- 
sidents, and L. Rehfuss was Secretary. The following were 
among the resolutions passed by the meeting. ‘The first two 
speak | truths that are daily gaining ground. 


Resolved, That no State having power to emit bills of credit, we deem 
all grants from the Legislatures for Banking powers unconstitutional and 
void. 

Resolved, That in our opinion there is. and always will be, if not dri- 
ven by the Paper issues of Banks and Brokers from ‘circulation, Gold and 
Silver enough in every State adequate to all legitimate trade. 

[Here follow resolutions declaring that the late mobs were caused by the 
violations of public faith in granting Bank charters, and in favor of com- 
pelling the Banks to resume specie payments, &c.] 

Resolved, That the late riotous proceedings in this city were not confined 
to any particular portion of the community. The native was mingled 
with the foreigner, the laywer, the minister, the merchant, the mechanic, 
the "farmer, and the editor, all stood by looking with pleasing eyes upon 
the destruction of the dens of swindlers, and at the thorough regulation 
of the currency; and that, knowing these facts, we deem it wrong to do, 
as the [Bank] press of this city is now doing, to reprobate the mob as the 
proceedings of the lowest order of society only, evhile all looked on for six 
hours, and by their presence encouraged the mob step by step. If this is 
net so, why were the military and ‘the judicial officers not sustained? 
This, after pretence to exclusive law-abiding principles, proves them either 
hypocrites now, or cowards during the mob. 

[Here follow resolutions deprec ating the resort to fire arms against the 
mob by a military company commanded bya West Point pauper, in favor 
of obtaining legal redress for a person wounded, in favorof the publication 
of a Bank note table based upon the specie standard, so that the people 
‘‘may see how much they lose by an irredeemable paper currency in their 
weekly earnings,” &c.] 


The British Bankers, ere this, will be able to form a pretty 


fair opinion of the prospect there is of a National Bank, by 
the enthusiastic reception of Mr. Tyler’s Vetoes, and by the 
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quite opposite reception of his mongrel Bank scheme. _ I will 
now give a few extracts to show whether it is probable that 
“any other State will follow the example of Mississippi in 
repudiating its obligations,” as they are facetiously termed, 
and what probability there is of ‘ta determination to force 
the suspended Banks to pay in cash.” 

At a very numerous meeting of the citizens of Montgome- 
ry county, //dinois, EF. Whiten in the chair, to take ito con- 
sideration the financial condition of the country, the meeting 
was addressed by Messrs. A. Kitchell, H. Rountree, F. H. 
Hereford, W. Kitchell, and C. B. Blockburger, when the 


following resolutions were uaanimously passed : 


1. That we will hereafter support no man for National or State office, who 
is in favor of a National Debt; or of increasing our own State indebtedness; 
or of issuing any more State Bouds for any purpose whatever; or of taring 
the people at this time asingle cent for the.payment of interest or principal on 
the various demands now against the State, or at any other time for the pay- 


ment of demands further than the people have received an adequate and valua- 
ble , consideration. 

That we will not support any candidate for office, State or National, 
EP will not declare himself in favor of compelling all Banking institu- 
tionsto an immediate and continued payment, on demand, of their notes, in 
gold and silver coin. 


‘* These resolutions,” says the Herald, ‘ contain the spirit 
of the repudiating doctrines that are so rapidly spreading 
throughout the west and south. Lord Ashburton wit! find it 
difficult to meet this disposition among the people.” "This 
Lord Ashburton is an individual who, having amassed a vast 
amount of the proceeds of other men’s labor, by means of 
Paper Money and Stock Jobbing operations, was recently 
thought worthy of being enrolle d among the order of those 
whose pride it is to have inherited land and property suf- 
ficient to enable them to live in splendor without adding an 
iota to the general wealth: he has therefore been ‘metamor- 
phosed from plain Alexander Baring into Lord Ashburton,” 
and the United States are now honored with his presence as 
special minister, ostensibly to bring to a close the disputes 
between the two governments, but in reality, it is presumed, 
to give President Tyler a lesson in financiering, and to see 
what can be done towards helping us to the blessing of a 
National Delt, by the Assumption of the State Debts, in 
which he is said to be largely interested! By the way, our 
national lawgivers, whose rule appears to be, to do every 
thing that they ought not to do and leave undone all that they 
ought to do, appear to have anticipated ‘* My Lord” a little 
in the matter of a National Debt, having voted an issue of five 
millions of Treasury Notes, in addition to the twelve milliou 
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loan of the extraordinary session, although Ex-Secretary 
Woodbury declared, in his place in the Senate, while the bill 
was under consideration, that, but for that extraordinary 
session, the Government could have becn administered with- 
out any loanatall; andalthough Mr Calhoun clearly showed 
that much more than the five millions might be deducted 
from the estimated expenses, with advantage to the public 
service! Here is Whig Reform! A debt of a dollar on 
every man, woman, and child in the country, in the first year 
of the reform” administration! So much for ‘A change!” 
This theme would fill a Radical, so I must return from my 
digression. 
“The Senate of Ohio have 


Resolved, That it is the duty and determination, without exception, of 
the good people of this State, to make ample provision for the payment of 
all debts due by this State, fairly and lawfully contracted.” 


This is not Repudiation; but, were I a creditor, I should 
think it a tolerably long stride towards it. 

Inthe Senate of Michigan, resolutions In favor of acknow- 
ledging the State Debt were rejected, nive to five, the two 
political parties being equally divided on the subject. This 
looks very much like Repudiation. 

In Indiana, the Commitee of Ways and Means of the 
House of Representatives have made a Keport, which was 
twice read and committed to a committee of the whole, in 
which they come to the conclusion that it would be both un- 
necessary und unjust at this time to lay a tax to meet the in- 
terest on the internal improvement loans ; 


‘Unnecessary, because, in the present condition of the country, it could 
not be paid; and unjust, because, to its present enormous extent, it has ne- 
ver received either the positive or implied sanction of. the people.” 


In Pennsylvania, the Legislature has passed anti-Repudia- 
ting resolutions; but the Repudiators are said to be a strong 
and i increasing party, and in Philadelphia they are about to 
establish a paper in aid of their doctrines. The Legislature 
were probably in hopes of continuing the bolstering system a 
little longer; but the recent Bank explosions may have al- 
tered their views a little. 

So much for Repudiation. 


The Legislature of Ohio have passed a bill requiring Re- 
sumption by the Banks of that State by the Ist of March. 
The Maryland House have passed a bill requiring immediate 
resumption, by a large majority. The Michigan Legislature 
have repealed the Suspension act of last year. Other Le- 
gislatuures have the subject before them, with a prospeet of 
similar results. In connection with this subject the following 
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just proposition has been submitted in the House of Represen- 
tatives of Pennsylvania by Mr. McCahen: 

Resolved, That until the Banks of this Commonwealth resume specie 
payments for their notes and obligations, execution shall be stayed, and 
judgments suspended, between these institutions and their debtors. 

Meanwhile the Banks are exploding, one after another, 
at a rate that is edifying ; and there are strong symptoms, in 
more places than one, of subjecting them to the Code Cin- 
cinnati. So much for Resumption. 

From the symptoms above described, the British Bankers 
may take a hint, that it will be ticklish work for them, and a 
sad business for their less informed dupes, the ‘Country 
Bankers and private families,” to dabble any more in Ame- 
rican stocks. If making Mr. Baring a Lord has made an 
honest man of him, (as women are sometimes made honest 
by making them Ladies,) he will go home and tell his coun- 
trymen that’ these State Debts, as they are called, have, in 
no instance, been contracted with the consent of the people 
of a State, (though, if they had been, as been shown,* they 
would have been unconstitutional, and, if not unconstitutional, 
binding only for one year,) and therefore the people cannot 
be either legally or morally bound except to an equitable 
adjustment. It will not do to say, as some have said with 
good and some with bad intent, that the people are bound 
because their agents have contracted the debts; for this would 
imply a necessity for the people to assemble at the State Ca- 
pitals and personally overlook the doings of their legislators ; 
a manifest absurdity. If the legislators exceed their writ- 
ten instructions, (the Constitutions,) their acts are void; or, 
if even in accordance with the wish of the people, they at- 
tempt to bind an after generation, their acts are void, unless 
the after generation choose to assume such acts. All of the 
State Debts are violations of the U. S. Constitution, and I 
apprehend that most, if not all of them, are equally without 
the fairly ascertained sanction of the people. 

It is a monstrous doctrine for a Republic, that, while the 
people are quietly at work in their fields or workshops, con- 
fident that they are freemen, the agents whom they have se- 
lected to make a few wholesome laws to protect the weak 
against the strong, should, bribed by a foreign power or influ- 
enced by foreign principles, have the power to run them in debt, 
to grant privileges to the few at the expense of the many, or 
to do any other act except such as they were elected with full 
powers or instructions to do. If this article should have a 
tendency, however small, to counteract this doctrine, its end 
will be answered. G. H. E. 

. *Radical for December. 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE WORKING MEN'S ASSOCIATION 
OF CINCINNATE. 

Art. 1. The object of this Association is to advance ‘the interests-of the 
Working Men. 

Art. 2. No man can become a member of this Association unless he is 
a practical working man. 

Art. 3. The members of this Association shall elect from their body a 
President, Vice President, Secretary, ‘Treasurer, and such other officers as 
they may deem proper; who shall hold their respective offices for the term 
of six months. 

Art. 4. It shall be the duty of the President to preside at all meetings; 
and in case of his absence, the Vice President; and in the absence of both, 
the Association to choose from their own body a President pro. tem. 

Art. 5. ‘The stated meetings of the Association shall be the first Thurs- 
day in every month. 

Art. 6. Each and every member shall pay into the treasury the sum of 
twelve and a half cents per month, for the support of this Association. 

Art. 7. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer, to keep a faithful account 
of all monies entrusted to his care, and to pay out the same to the order 
of the Secretary, countersigned by the President. 

Art. 8. The President shall not countersign any orders on the Treasu- 
rer without consent of the Association. 

Art. 9. We pledge ourselves to support none but competent men, known 
for their devotion to the welfare of the industrious classes, for all offices of 
honor and trust. . 


Art. 10. ‘Ten members shall constitute a quorum tot ransact all busi- 
ness of this Association. 


Art. 11. This Association shall not be dissolved while there is one dissent- 
ing voice. 

Art. 12. No alteration shall be made to this Constitution, unless propo- 
sed in writing one month before its adoption. 

Art. 13. N vote of two thirds of the members present shall be necessary 
to alter this Constitution. 
(=> The Working Men of Madison, Jefierson gounty, Indiana, have 
formed an Association, and adopted a Constitution similar to the above; 
in a Report accompanying w hich they say, ‘* When any class of men find 
‘*that their natural rights are inva aded, and feel that they are withering 
‘*under the relentless grasp of usurpation, we cannot for a moment doubt 
‘‘the propriety of their applying a remedy, by combining to uphold these 

“ rights.” 

Thus have the Working Men of three great Cities of the west, of as 
many different States, that is, Ohio, Kentucky, and Indiana, taken the 
lead in a great moral Movement, which is destined, I trust and believe, 
to regenerate this country. I have hints that New York and Pennsylvania 
are about to second this Movement, and I trust New Jersey will not be far 
behind hand in the good work. G. H. E. 


- 





——— 


I am indebted to the politeness of our worthy member of Council, 
Mr. Patterson, for several legislative documents, not the least acceptable 
of which is the Report of the Majority of the Committee on Banks (Mess. 
Lilly and Van Nest.) I regret that I have not room to notice this valuable 
Report in detail. It concludes by re commending measures to “ produce a 
 -adical change, a total annihilation of the present Banking system; re- 
** suscitate the | patriotic design of the framers of the Constitution, and the 
‘‘ representatives of the first Congress, to restore a Metallic Currency, the 
‘‘only safe and permanent circulating medium Republicans can consis- 
‘tently sanction.” ‘To all of which the people will heartily respond, s 
be it! G. H. E. 
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ANOTHER SIDNEY! 


GC. An Englishman, under the siguature of ‘ Draco,” proposes, .*)} 
inthe New York Herald, what he ‘calls a * New System of Bank- 
{(7~ ing,” at the same time, of course, condemuing the present sys- 
tem, by way of introduction. ‘The scheme is, ‘that a National 
(=> Bank be formed on account of the whole Union, with a Branch 
‘‘in each State, or that a Bank be established on each State’s 
{{7?‘‘separate account.” ‘ Draco” says that ‘tat the desire of His )} 
Excellency, the American Ambassador,” he has * laid this sugges- 
{{ => tion before the Governor of each State,” and that if it shall be #9} 
“considered as meriting attention,” he will ‘feel much gratifica- 
tion by being rendered ‘instrumental to its promotion.” 

How kind and considerate in the British Government, to take such a 
maternal interest in our welfare, as to send a special ambassador with his 
heralds to regulate our currency and attend to our financial affairs! 
No sooner does she perceive that our present Banking System is using itself 
up, than, with true miternal solicituide, she provides us with a new one! 
Yet, | bave no doubt that there will be found individuals among us, and 
they neither few nor far between, who will, in the true spirit of our beset- 
ting sin of ingratitude, be ready to denounce this disinterestedness as im- 
pertinence, or something worse, and to sing in Lord Ashburton’s ear, 

‘‘We would rather be off with the old love, 
Before we be on with the new.” 


Indeed, I should not be surprized to hear of that rank Loco Foco, Tom 
Benton, getting up in his place in the Senate, and charging England with 
selfishness in this proposition of a “ New Banking System,” and support- 
ing his charge by saying that she fears that a return to the Constitutional 
Currency here would uecessarily, by causing a demand for bis favorite 
Mint Drops, force a contraction of the Paper Currency there! Gg. H. E. 


ae 


3p Two Sta‘’es, South Carol’na and Alabama have unequivocally resolved not to receive 
the shares allotted to them of the proceeds of the infamous Land D stribution Bill, deeming 
the tiilhurconstitutional and void) Other States hive the subject under consideration and 
will take the same course. ‘The Gov -reor of Maine. in recommending this. says. “1 cherish 
* the hope that the law will net long be permitted to di figu ¢ the ststute book, Deeming it to 
“be in violation of the Constitution, dangerous as a pr cedent, corrupting in its influence, a 
** delusion and a cheatin the goodit proposes, a prospective burden to the tax payer, and under 
"all circumstances. an ace litte short of fatuity. | caunot retrain trom rm commenting the 
* adoption of reselutious on the subj-c:, and instructions on your part to those who are 
“bound to obey you, te exert their influence to pr cure tts immediate and unconditional re- 
“peal”? Immortal honor to those who lead in this matier! ‘ G Hu. k&. 
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* .* Last year’s Radical can be furnished to any number of new subscribers 
stitched and covered, at the subscription price, in which manner it can be 
sent for the usual postage ; thatis, any where in the state 12 cents; out 
of the state, if over 100 miles, 18 cents, for the 12 numbers. 

By a decision of the Postmaster General, Postmasters are authorized to 
frank \etters containing money to publishers of newspapers or periodicals, 
provided the coutents of the letters (which must be brief and to the point) 
are shown tothem. Specie can be thus forwarded. 





{=> The Radical will be delivered to subscribers in New York by Mr. 


James A. Pyne, 127 Cherry street, at 5 cents a No. on delivery, or 50 cts. 
a year in advance. 
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